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Doctors who mend
ts in war-torn lands
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leaves most peo-
ple feeling frus-
trated by their
imability to help,
Mt pediatric eardiovasenlar sur-

g Richard 11, Ranme and cardind-
-\.I-F,iHI Thomoe '|.'l.'i~'¢=nl1:|u_u.h. whiis
wirtk for the Saint Francis Health
H:..':ll!i'm e T ulsa, O :-ilquiug in the
mid-19%0s, thess busy physicians
Wy repratedly meached aeross the
Allanbic Lo share their misdical sxills
gpatients in Bosnio, Palestine,
Fwar-lom ancas.

seen reports on bhe
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[ Baosnian chil
dren,” Ranne expliigs, During the
cotntry’s brutal civil wS
had been devastated by be
e el the flight of professheg
il of the country,
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1 felt we eonild meet many nees
there if s codided juist Bol Aevess Lo
thi patichls,” save Honne. That s
whan he turned (o Dels Lamimert, a
clinben] nume specindist in cardiolo
gy at Saint Francis Hespital, who
had participated o many intema
tional medical missionary trips,
Lammert contacted o Christlan
I.'I‘I.l:I'II_l|.. Samaritan s Purse, which
had already established a program
Loy bringg Beosnian childmen to the LS
for poedical cdre, She q:h-:r'l'||||.'r|l|:|.'
traveled to Bosnin nine times to
tramsport critically il children back
and forth to Saint Francis, where
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Djena Kaze, 16 ma)
wiell Bt gisigedy

cardiovascular speci
R0 rpair @ wen b e

was an miant with tet
leit, wlic was nod !.';e:]rl!.1 !
they could get her out
viry short notice and tr
1o center Lhat wonsldd ac

potient underwent two
SUTgTTies and = now I|.||,rj'||.'. !
el mimiing arouisil Go fee
of her family,

During the past theee yea
Banne has provided free surgica
care Lo lve Bosnian children with
complex congenital heart defects,
He participates in the entire
process, from evaluation to trans
it by mdbcal worki-upr angd Surgs
cal repair. Before discharge. he
works Lo ensore thet the children
are ready and able to be cared for
agiim in their own country, IS just
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Ozemil Dzigal and har malhar camea o the
US trom Bosnia for lilesaving swigary.

delightful taking care of these
paticnts and Knmwing we can help
i sinmme srnall way,” Ranne says,
“Thelr inmilies are so appreciative,
Ihey really sk nothing other than
» chance lor thewr children 1o Be
fupted and have lifesaving cur
siirgery. For each family, it's o




Cardiologist Thomas Wisenbaugh (right) look wo weeks ol vacalion and wenl on
ICU duly &l Ramallah Hospilal, om Palesting's Wesl Bank,

Wisenbawmgh tays imemational wark
is & “wonderiul diversion™ from Ihe
hassles ol praclicing medicine in
the LIS

ol northeestem Cklahoma and sur-
[{ ||||||.|1|1l.1 arens of Viszour, kinsas,
and Arkanzas. Ranae is the sole
pediatric cardiovascular surgeon in
the 1 10-hed Chaldren's H-||A|'_r|h||‘
division, 8o when he's out of the
country, i virtually shuts down the
operation, That's one reason he
prefers to work on his own home
turl in a facility where the staff is
il Lo doing eomplisn cardovise-
lar procedurss. He's quick to eredit
this @i FpeEral o of hiy ._ullq_-a!,qu:,--
Warking together on these cases
o i i.'|1.'|ri|_l.I hnsis n'aE:-' I1|=|F-|-1n
bring our cardiae team closer
togethern,” b savs. He also proises
thi I|-|1'||:|i1.'|lh ancl Li'_'.' SEHESETS Lhat
shoulder much of the expense of
(3 TE] jreaject, “1 know the urgery,
bt it really takes a team effort tis

muake B happen,” b emphasizes.

Unlike Kanne. Thomas Wisen-
haugh doesn’t hesitate to hop a
p!mw (L] \.l..'.ll'-nl'l':l!{qlll cauntries
He's the resident expert on adults
with congenital heart disease at the
aduili -;-un:lin]:-r_'_l,' division of Saint
Francis, which is served by over 20
canliologisis Wisenbaugh also has
a |ll-|'|!_l| |1'ilillll.':p' of medical work in
dangerous arcas, While serving on
the feculty ol the Unwversity of Ken-
tucky in 19849, he took a aabbatical
ter dev research at a South African
government hospital in Soweto,
fshannesbung, He wound up staying
there with his fomily lor nine years,
Pefore returning to the US o work
at Saint Francis

Lammert, knowing of Wisen-
haugh's foreign exploits, wiged him
tis participate in the sardiol oy
depnrtment s volunteor prajects. "
juiimpesd At the oppartunity.” he sove
“Dhoing international work is just
extremely rr.'wu:r]m“ It pays o dif
ferent currency than dollars, some-
thimg yous can't get liere in privale
pr.iu'llirl,'.'

in Movember 199, Wisenbaugh
msesd] twor il s vacation weeks [o
make o Lrip Lo kamallah, West
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Bank, Palestine, along with 10 col-
lemguies from Saint Franeis. “The
Belgians had genemoushy buoilt o fan-
LERREAT FaHa -.|||.I:|.~-r|l'-rhq.--a1'l cardine
cath lab in the Hamallah Hospital.
Bast there was only one doctor there
who could vuse i, and he didn't have
any eapetience l.llliI1F rl.ngl.-:rplu-llil.'.\
and stents,” Wisenbaugh says. He
wiorked long bowrs, Flrm'h;hnl.l_ Lhi
Palestinian doctor with hands-on
assistance and education in the
first-gver IT1UAS, stenl placements,
and valvuloplasties performed in
the West Bank. By the time they
4||.-J'l.||.rll,~||1, dllr. |:u||' JI|'II;| |1:5-| Evarm
had saved many lives, prevented
several patients from requiring
apen-heart surgery, and presared
the loeal candislogist with the nec-
vsaary skills to oontinue providing
imvasive eardiokgy e

“We woirkad very, very hard, pmd
the Malestintadn Pﬂ.‘-F!l' i lurty gave
us & lob of bove and spprociation,”
YR '|.'.'|'u'|1':|-||.u§',,;|'|r who confesses
that this surprised him. °1 had
thought of Palestinmans as stope-
Ihr-:m'irlj,',. angry |'||,~||:-|'|I|- whio were
picking fights. But [ learned they
have rlghtl.. ton, that were not
being Ti'H:IE'r'III:t'I.L and needs that
weren L being met.” For example,
there are only three cath labs in
thi whole count ry L0 e @ -
lation of a few million people
“We've got more than that here in
Tulsa alone, with & quarter of a
million people,” he says

Frequent military conllicts
make medical care in Palestine
even more dif t Wizen
biisggh sl
"It s an og
don 1 even

tha]
bere and roll up
‘e i and just do

afsoul mll e
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iy & iy o
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